
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Sermon on the Mount: Your Will Be Done, is rooted in the first major 

teaching of Jesus (chapters 5 - 7). Today’s sermon, Foundation Issues, is the first in the series and 

invites to us to consider how the words of Jesus can strengthen our faith and daily living. You 

will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share the sermons 

based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, February 5: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups  

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

   

Monday, February 6:  

  7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, February 7: 

 10:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board Meeting 

 12:00 noon Ladies Luncheon 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 

     

 Wednesday, February 8: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Group  

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, February 9: 

  5:30 p.m. Math Night at Bowie 

  7:30 p.m.     Contemporary Band Practice 

   

 Friday, February 10: 

 11:30 a.m. Garden Raised Bed Planting 

 

 Saturday, February 11: 

 10:00 a.m. Academy Fashion Show and Brunch 

Job Opportunity: Part-time office assistant to work 10 hours a 
week for general office work and office coverage. If interested, 
contact Mary Chavez Lust at mary@aldersgateabilene.org.  



The Academy and the Church 

      Aldersgate Academy enjoys a mutual relationship of rich 

blessing with the larger church body. Our teachers and staff and 

the students and their families certainly feel blessed daily by the 

support we are shown from the church staff and congregation, 

and it is so exciting to see the many ways the relationship is 

being strengthened in both directions.  

      For example, the children have been able to enjoy the new 

playground (shown at right) so much more because of the 

ground surfacing and the playground covering. And after school, 

families have been taking advantage of a safe place to play while 

the playground stays open until 5 p.m. each weekday. 

      Also, our readers from the congregation are in full 

storytelling mode (see below). Volunteers young and old, male and female, come in during the 

week to share a familiar story or perhaps a childhood favorite book to a class of our children. I am 

amazed at how attentive our young students can be. The relationship between the readers and the 

kids is truly one of respect and love. 

      Music and chapel for the children is taught by our very own David Patterson and Alayna 

Brooks. We plan these activities at the end of the day to give the parents a chance to interact as 

well.  What a joy it is to see the children and their parents learn about God together. 

      To facilitate even more interaction between the Academy 

and the church, we have formed  leadership teams this year. 

Each of the five teams includes board members, church 

members, Academy staff members and parents. They focus 

on our meet-the-teacher event, staff appreciation, holiday 

meals, Spring Fling and fundraising. 

      We rejoice at the strengthened relationship and will 

continue to work hard to create connections between the 

Academy and the church. If you would like to participate in 

any way, please stop by or call the Academy office at 677-

1045 and ask for me or Susan. — Carol Rogers 



Confirmation Begins Next Week 
Confirmation 2017 will launch on Sunday, 

February 12th from 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. in the Chapel 

here at Aldersgate.  During this eight-week course, 

students in the 6th through 12th grades are invited 

to come together with a parent to learn what it 

means to follow and believe in Jesus as savior and 

Lord.   

Much of content will be delivered via illustrated 

(not cheesy!) animated video and through group 

discussion. It is my hope that our students will 

embrace this exciting opportunity to make their 

faith their own. On Easter Sunday, April 16th, the 

students will have the opportunity to “make firm” what happened at their baptism if they were 

baptized as infants or  children or to make a public profession of faith and be baptized during 

our worship together if they have not yet done so. 

Please call or text me at (325) 660-4415 to ask questions and/or to sign-up to attend this class 

with your child.  I look forward to sharing with your kids God’s hope and vision for their life 

to follow Jesus so closely that they get covered in his dust!   — Pastor Steve 

Senior Adults: Gaither Concert 

      The senior adults here at Aldersgate are a lively bunch, and we enjoy going places. On 

Saturday, February 24th, at 7 p.m., we will attend the Gaither Vocal Band concert at the 

Abilene Civic Center. This event will offer us a great time 

to be with one another, to build friendships and enjoy 

good music. If you want to be a part of the ministry with 

and for senior adults, you are most welcome.  

      You can find information about our events and even 

sign up to participate at the Welcome Center in the main 

hallway of the church. You also may follow us on the 

church web (aldersgateabilene.org). We’re already planning 

our next exciting event so stay tuned!  — Reed Justus 



Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $      5,901.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    69,906.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $    69,906.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $      5,231.00 

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =  $    38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions  $    42,130.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 1.29.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 228 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 179 

Sunday School = 188 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside  
and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach 

them.  He said… Matthew 5:1-2 
 

      Today as we continue to make our way through the Gospel of 

Matthew, we land at the beginning of Chapter 5. This is where Jesus shares 

what is commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount. As we prepare to 

spend February in the first 12 verses of the sermon (The Beatitudes), I thought I would share 

with you several quotes from famous people who have commented on the Sermon on the Mount 

to get us ready to really hear these challenging, compelling and counterintuitive words of Jesus. 

Hold on! 

 

Most people are willing to take the Sermon on the Mount as a flag to sail under, but few will use it as a rudder 

by which to steer. – Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 

 

Again and again the Sermon on the Mount calls and challenges us to a life of radical discipleship. Note: when 

Jesus says 'Blessed are the . . . merciful, peacemakers, and so on, he doesn't just mean that they themselves are 

blessed. He means that the blessing of God's kingdom works precisely through those people into the wider world. 

That is how God's kingdom comes. – NT Wright 

 

We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. - Omar N. Bradley 

 

Some people cannot bear the truth, no matter how tactfully it is told. No doubt the haughty, the tyrannical, the 

unmerciful, the impure and the fomenters of discord take a fierce exception to the Sermon on the Mount.  

–Mary Church Terrell 

 

The Sermon on the Mount is not a set of principles to be obeyed apart from identification with Jesus Christ. The 

Sermon on the Mount is a statement of the life we will live when the Holy Spirit is getting his way with us.  

–Oswald Chambers 

 

Humanly speaking, it is possible to understand the Sermon on the Mount in a thousand different ways. But 

Jesus knows only one possibility: simple surrender and obedience - not interpreting or applying it, but doing and 

obeying it. That is the only way to hear his words. He does not mean for us to discuss it as an ideal. He really 

means for us to get on with it. – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



Matthew 5:1-2, 7:24-8:1 
 

Genealogy  
Birth of Jesus 

Baptism 
Temptation in the Wilderness 

Calling His First Followers 
Good News of the Kingdom 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
 

 (Exodus 20:18-21, Deuteronomy 18:15-18) 
 
 
 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus confronts us with himself, sets before us a radical choice between 

obedience and disobedience, and calls us to an unconditional commitment of mind,   will and life to his teaching.   

–John Stott 


